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Summary of Michigan Executive Order 2020-74  
(Executive Order 2020-41 Rescinded) 

Requirements of Remote Notarization/Witnessing  

Notary Witness 

5 and 11 Notary must be a valid notary in the state of Michigan, with exceptions if 
commission expires/expired between March 1 and June 30, 2020. 

•   

5(a) 
6(a) 
9 

Two-way real-time audiovisual technology ("AV Conference") with 
direct interaction of witness(es), notary, and individual where each can 
communicate via sight and sound. 

•  •  

5(b) 
6(b) 

The AV Conference must record the complete notarial act (MCL 
55.286b(7) to MCL 55.286b(9)) or witnessing. 

•  •  

5(b) 
6(b) 

The recorded AV Conference must be preserved for following time 
periods unless other law provides. Saved by notary or saved by 
signatory/signatory's designee, as applicable. 

10 years 3 years 
 

5(c) Individual and any required witness(es) must present ID to the notary 
during the AV Conference. MCL 55.261 

•   

5(d) 
6(c) 

Individual/signatory must affirmatively represent that he/she is 
physically in this state; or that the individual is outside the geographic 
boundaries of the state and: 

(1) Document is intended for filing or relates to matter before court, 
governmental entity, public official, or entity subject to 
Michigan jurisdiction; or, 

(2) Document involves property located in territorial jurisdiction of 
this state or transaction substantially connected to the state; 

      And, notary has no knowledge that signing is prohibited by laws of 
jurisdiction where individual is located. 

•  
 
 
•  
 
 
•  
 
•  

•  
 
 
•  

 
  
•    

 

5(e) 
6(g) 

Individual/signatory, witness(es) and notary must affix signatures in a 
manner that is tamper evident. 

•  •  

5(f) 
6(g) 

Individual or individual's designee must transmit by fax, mail, or 
electronic means a legible copy of entire signed document directly to the 
notary (or to witness(es), as applicable), regardless of the manner in 
which signed. 

Same day 
it was 

signed to 
notary 

Within 72 
hours to 

witness(es) 

5(g) 
6(h) 

Once the notary receives legible copy with all signatures, notary may 
notarize. Once witness(es) receive legible copy, witness(es) must 
witness. After notarizing/witnessing, may/must transmit back to 
individual/signatory.  

No time 
frame 

Within 72 
hours 

5(h) The date and time of notarization is the date and time the notary 
witnessed the act of signing during the two-way real time AV 
Conference.  

•   

6(d) Signatory must affirm and state what document they are executing during 
interaction with witness(es) on AV Conference. 

 •  

6(e) Each title page and signature page must be shown to witness(es) in AV 
Conference, clearly legible to witness(es). 

 •  

6(e) Every page must be numbered with the page number and how many total 
pages (e.g. "Page 1 of 10"). 

 •  

6(f) Each signature must be captured sufficiently up close in AV Conference 
for witness(es) to observe. 

 •  

7 Any document may be signed in counterparts. •  •  
10 Basic Notary certification: "I certify that the tangible copy of this ___ is 

an accurate copy of the electronic record." 
•   

Michigan Executive Order 2020-74 effective 5-5-2020 at 9:37 p.m.; continues through 6-30-2020 at 11:59 p.m. 
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